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The City of Springfield wantsto receiveinput and answerquestionson a proposal
to lower the speedimit onlocal residentialstreetghroughouthe city to 25 mph.

A pilot projectin the Rountreeneighborhooghoweda 3-5 mphreduction
in theaveragespeedf motoristsaswell asa reductionin the numberof vehiclesusing
residentiaktreetgpostedat 25 mph.

The City Councilin Februarywill considerapplying this 25 mphspeedimit to
local residentialstreetswithin neighborhoodsThegoalis to achieveneighborhood
traffic calmingandimprovesafetyfor kids walking to school,pedestriangn general
andbicyclists.

Her €' s how you can participate in this process:

« Make commentsin ashort onlinesurvey at: springfieldmo.gov

« Mail commentsto: City of Springfield/Traffic Engineering,
P.O. Box 8368, Springfield, Mo., 65801,Attn: 25 mph speed limit

» Ask gusstionsdirectly in an onlineforum with City of Springfield Traffic
Engineer Earl Newman at: springfieldmo.gov/forum

» Watch the CityConnect section on the City home page for updaed
information: springfieldmo.gov/cityconnect

Which streets would be included under this ordinance?

; o ; To view amap showing all theresidential streets
Missouri Citieswith that would be affected by the proposed ordinance, visit:
25 mph re_ﬂd_enual maps.springfieldmo.gov/website/speedlimits
speed limits:
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25 mph speed limit — Frequently Asked Questions

Why isthe changein Speed Li mit being requeged?

The speedlimit on strees in the Rountree Neighborhood waschangedon
Nov. 3, 2005 to 25 mph asa pilot project Average and 85" percertile speeds in the
RountreeNeighborhood have beenreducedby 3-5 mph, which wasachieved
almost immedately. The reduction hasbeensustained sincethenwithout any
additional erforcemert. Similar results would be expededin other city
neighborhoods with a reduction in the local street speedlimit. Asanunexpected
berefit, neighborhood streets changedto the 25 mph speedlimit experienceda
3to 4 percert reduction in traffic volume.

Also, reduction of the speedlimit to 25 mph on local streesisthefirst stepina
traffic-calming program to marage neighborhood traffi c speed Physicaltraffic-
calming devicesare dedgnedfor 25 mph or less and these devicesare inappropriate
on strees with higher speedlimits.

Isgreater enforcement required?
The goal of the program is to encourage motorists to slow down in neighborhoods. The programis
dedgnedto encourage voluntary compliance without additional erforcement. Speedng erforcemert will
always be targeted at areaswith higher speed.

What isthe cost and the schedule?

The City currerntly hasabout $100,000 in funding through the! -cert salestax for capital
improvemerts for its normal 10-yea redacemnert cycle for speedlimit signs. The regdacemert programis
being delayeduntil City Council makesa decision on the 25 mph proposal. So, it will not require
additional funding beyond the scheduledsign repacement cost. It is articipatedthatit would take about
six months to complete the change-out proces.

If approved, how would the speed limit change beimplemented?
« Informational meetings would be held, if desred, with eachneighborhood to explain the program
and/or have anofficial kick-off for it.
« There would be anintroduction to the PaceCar Program, which involvesresderts voluntarily signing
apledgeto drive the speedlimit in their neighborhood and all city neighborhoods.
« Signsincorporating Sdety Messagesalong with the speedlimit on the sign facewould beinstalledin
eachneighborhood before moving on to the next neighborhood.

How would streets be selectad for the change to 25 mph?
The Ozarks Transportation Organization (OTO), whichis our metopolitan plaming group, has
adopteda Major Thoroughfare Plan, which shows the functional classification of streesin the city.
All streets classifiedas” Local” streets would be changedto 25 mph except asotherwise approved by
City Council. Streest classifiedas“Collecbors’ that are less than 34 feetwide with only reddertial
developmert also would be signed with the 25 mph speedlimit.
To view amap of the affected streets, visit: maps.springfieldmo.gov/website/speedlimits

What if this change doesnot alleviate the current speeding problem?
Other cost-effective traffic calming measiresmay be consideredif thereis a documerted speedng
problemthat exists following installation of the lower speedlimit signs (contingent on neighborhood
support and funding availakility). Lowering the speedlimit isthefirst step.



