
 

 
 

 
The City of Springfield wants to receive input and answer questions on a proposal 

to lower the speed limit on local residential streets throughout the city to 25 mph. 
 

A pilot project in the Rountree neighborhood showed a 3-5 mph reduction  
in the average speed of motorists as well as a reduction in the number of vehicles using 
residential streets posted at 25 mph. 
 

The City Council in February will consider applying this 25 mph speed limit to  
local residential streets within neighborhoods. The goal is to achieve neighborhood  
traffic calming and improve safety for kids walking to school, pedestrians in general  
and bicyclists. 

 

Here’s how you can participate in this process: 
• Make comments in a short online survey at: springfieldmo.gov 
• Mail comments to:  City of Springfield/Traffic Engineering,  

P.O. Box 8368, Springfield, Mo., 65801, Attn: 25 mph speed limit 
• Ask questions directly in an online forum with City of Springfield Traffic 

Engineer Earl Newman at: springfieldmo.gov/forum 
• Watch the CityConnect section on the City home page for updated 

information: springfieldmo.gov/cityconnect 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 

 

Missour i Cit ies with 
25 mph residential  

speed limits: 
1. Kansas City 
2. St. Louis 
3. Independence 
4. St. Joseph 
5. Lee’ s Summit 
6. St. Charles 
7. Blue Springs 
8. Chesterf ield 
9. O’Fallon 
10.  Joplin 

 
 

Which streets would be included under this ordinance? 
To view a map showing all the residential streets 

that would be affected by the proposed ordinance, visit: 
maps.springfieldmo.gov/website/speedlimits 



 

25 mph speed limit – Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Why is the change in Speed Li mit being requested? 
      The speed limit on streets in the Rountree Neighborhood was changed on  
Nov. 3, 2005 to 25 mph as a pilot project. Average and 85th percentile speeds in the 
Rountree Neighborhood have been reduced by 3-5 mph, which was achieved 
almost immediately. The reduction has been sustained since then without any 
additional enforcement.  Similar results would be expected in other city 
neighborhoods with a reduction in the local street speed limit.  As an unexpected 
benefit, neighborhood streets changed to the 25 mph speed limit experienced a  
3 to 4 percent reduction in traffi c volume. 

Also, reduction of the speed limit to 25 mph on local streets is the fi rst step in a 
traffic-calming program to manage neighborhood traffi c speed.  Physical traffic-
calming devices are designed for 25 mph or less and these devices are inappropriate 
on streets with higher speed limits. 

 
I s greater enforcement required? 

     The goal of the program is to encourage motorists to slow down in neighborhoods.  The program is 
designed to encourage voluntary compliance without additional enforcement.  Speeding enforcement will 
always be targeted at areas with higher speeds. 
 

What is the cost and the schedule? 
     The City currently has about $100,000 in funding through the ! -cent sales tax for capital 
improvements for its normal 10-year replacement cycle for speed-limit signs. The replacement program is 
being delayed until City Council makes a decision on the 25 mph proposal. So, it will not require 
additional funding beyond the scheduled sign replacement cost. It  is anticipated that it would take about 
six months to complete the change-out process. 
 

I f approved, how would the speed limit change be implemented? 
• Informational meetings would be held, if desired, with each neighborhood to explain the program 

and/or have an offi cial kick-off for it.  
• There would be an introduction to the Pace Car Program, which involves residents voluntarily signing 

a pledge to drive the speed limit in their neighborhood and all city neighborhoods. 
• Signs incorporating Safety Messages along with the speed limit on the sign face would be installed in 

each neighborhood before moving on to the next neighborhood. 
 

How would streets be selected for the change to 25 mph?  
    The Ozarks Transportation Organization (OTO), which is our metropolitan planning group, has 
adopted a Major Thoroughfare Plan, which shows the functional classifi cation of streets in the city.   
All streets classified as “Local” streets would be changed to 25 mph except as otherwise approved by  
City Council.  Streets classified as “Collectors”  that are less than 34 feet wide with only residential 
development also would be signed with the 25 mph speed limit.   

To view a map of the affected streets, visit: maps.springfieldmo.gov/website/speedlimits 
 

What if this change does not alleviate the cur rent speeding problem?   
    Other cost-effective traffic calming measures may be considered if there is a documented speeding 
problem that exists following installation of the lower speed limit signs (contingent on neighborhood 
support and funding availability).  Lowering the speed l imit is the fi rst step.  

 


